
 

 

 

 

BOYAN HANDBOOK 2025-26 

DANCER / PARENT EXPECTATIONS 
MISSION STATEMENT 

At Boyan, our mission is to preserve and share Ukrainian culture through dance. We provide a 
welcoming space where dancers of all ages can grow in skill and pride. Through performances and 
community involvement, we aim to inspire connection and tradition.   

DRESS CODE FOR REHEARSALS / CLASS 

●​ Students need, and are expected to wear, proper dance attire (including appropriate dance 
shoes) to participate.  

●​ For Girls: Bodysuit or leotard, tights or leggings, shorts, or dance skirt. T-shirts or tank tops 
may be worn over top of these items. Exception: Younger dancers (ie. Preschool, Beginner) 
are not required to wear a bodysuit unless able to manage this independently if needing to use 
the washroom. Black attire is required. Sports bras should also be worn by Intermediate and 
Senior level dancers. Hair must be off the face and in a bun. Students should not have bare 
legs. 

In general, shoe requirements for classes are as follows:  
PRESCHOOL GIRLS – red ballet slippers 
BEGINNER GIRLS – red ballet slippers 
NOVICE-SENIOR GIRLS – ballet slippers for warm-up. For older groups, character shoes, 
Postoly, or jazz shoes may be requested to rehearse specific dances. You will be advised early 
in the dance season which additional shoes you may require in addition to those needed for 
warm-ups.  

 
●​ For Boys: Black sweatpants or yoga pants, black t-shirt (tucked in). Compression shorts must 

also be worn by Intermediate and Senior level dancers. Long hair must be pulled back and off 
the face. 

 
In general, shoe requirements for rehearsal are as follows: 
PRESCHOOL BOYS – black ballet slippers or black jazz oxfords (no laces) 
BEGINNER BOYS – black ballet slippers or black jazz oxfords (no laces) 
NOVICE – SENIOR – black jazz oxfords (no laces). Postoly shoes may be requested by the 
instructor, if performing a dance from the Hutsul region. You will be advised early in the dance 
season if these are needed. 

 
●​ No school / street clothes (ie. jeans). No bare or sock feet in the studio.  



●​ No jewelry or gum allowed 
●​ Dancers are required to arrive and depart in their dance clothing, rather than change at the 

studio. 
 
 
CLASS BREAKS 
 

●​ Students will be given set water breaks. Students should bring a labelled water bottle, as there 
is no access to a water fountain. 

●​ Students should go to the washroom prior to their class time. 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 

●​ Students should arrive 5 minutes prior to scheduled classes. 
●​ If a student has a minor injury, they are still expected to attend and watch practice, within 

reason, so as not to fall behind with choreography or instruction. Dancers are not to come to 
class to watch if they are sick or exhibiting symptoms of illness; please refer to our Safety 
Guidelines. 

●​ You must inform your instructor of absence prior to the class by sending a message through 
your Band app. Please give as much notice for absences as you are able. 

●​ If a child misses three classes in a term (Term 1 is September – December; Term 2 is January 
to May), they may be removed from their dance. Absences can impact the ability of the whole 
group to be prepared. NOTE: Instructors keep track of attendance, but they will make the 
Boyan Vice President aware of any issues and this will then be put forward to the Board 
members for follow up.  

●​ NOTE: If a student is unable to attend class, it is their responsibility to check their Band app 
and review the content covered so they are not behind. 

●​ All students are expected to attend any potential choreography sessions and extra scheduled 
practices, as applicable (Novice-Senior level classes). 

 
If we are required to suspend our in-person classes during the year, we are prepared to switch 
to an online format. Classes will be taught via an online learning platform on the same day and 
at the same time as your dancer is originally scheduled for. As such, there will be no refund or 
registration fees. 
 

DANCE LEVELS 
 

●​ Basic principles considered by all instructors for class placement are: Ability, Attendance, Age, 
and Attitude. Class placement issues are dealt with by the Instructors using the 4 A’s. 
Instructors know a students abilities and we support our Instructors, their contracts state it’s 
their decision to where a student is placed. If a family is not satisfied with the options given, the 
Board Members will meet in person to discuss with the family.  

●​ Students are assessed by all instructors according to the four A’s noted above.  
●​ Dance levels are as follows: 1) Preschool; 2) Beginner; 3) Novice, 4) Junior; 5) Intermediate; 

and 6) Senior 
 
 
ACCESS TO THE STUDIO 



 
●​ Parent watch week dates and times will be posted in Band. 

 
 
DROP-OFF and PICK-UP / PARKING 
 

●​ Please park along the fence or the back parking area, avoiding designated instructor parking 
spots along the side of the building by the studio doors. Slow down when in the parking lots! 
We have lots of little dancers running in and out of the building and the parking lot can become 
very congested, so please drive very carefully. 

 
COMPETITIONS AND PERFORMANCES 
 

●​ Preschool level groups do not compete in competitions. 
●​ All groups will typically perform at Malanka in January and at the Year-End Concert in 

April/May. 
●​ Boyan participates in 2-3 competitions yearly, as decided on by the membership. All dancers in 

Novice, Junior, Intermediate, and Senior level classes will be entered in and expected to attend 
all competitions as a group. Beginner level classes will only perform in one festival. 

●​ Beginner and Novice classes will perform one dance at competition. Junior, Intermediate, and 
Senior classes will perform two dances (extenuating circumstances may cause a class to 
perform only one dance). 

●​ Families will be charged entry fees for each competition dance, as determined by the 
Competition/Festival organizers. You will receive an invoice from Boyan for these fees 
(typically at the time of fall registration). 

●​ Regular attendance for all practices must be maintained by all dancers, especially as 
competitions approach. Please refer to the attendance section for more details on missed 
practices and expectations. 

●​ Extra Dances – If dancers wish to compete in categories other than group dances (ie. solo, 
duet, small group) and “Extra Dance” packet containing general information and the request 
form will be emailed in early fall. Extra Dance choreography will be scheduled by the instructor 
and will occur separate of class time. Extra Dance costs are separate of registration fees and 
group competition entry fees, and payment is the responsibility of each individual family. 

●​ Costumes – Costumes for performances are rented through Boyan. There may be some 
components that will need to be purchased by a dancer (ie. embroidered blouse, etc.). You will 
be provided with specific costume information for each class later in the fall, as applicable.  
 
Any competition fees paid by members (group dances and any Extra Dances) will be fully 
reimbursed if a competition is cancelled. 

 
 
FUNDRAISING 
 

●​ Fundraising is an integral part of maintaining studio functions, covering operating costs, and 
purchasing new costumes. The expectation is that each family participates in fundraising 
initiatives. There will be 1-2 fundraisers during the year where a minimum participation 
requirement is set for each family. 

 
 



GENERAL 
 

●​ Boyan has historically participated in community events, such as Vesna, Folkfest, and 
Ukrainian Day in the Park, which involves various groups of dances. We appreciate 
commitment from families to ensure that dancers can be part of these events. 

●​ Parents are welcome to contact instructors for feedback on dancers. The instructors would be 
happy to hear any comments/concerns that you may have. Please talk to instructors directly as 
soon as an issue arises. As class time is usually very busy, an email, phone call or 
communication through the BAND app outside of class time is a more productive, private way 
to discuss your comments/concerns. 

●​ Any concerns can also be directed through any of the Board members. Board members’ 
contact information is posted on the bulletin board, inside the main doors. There is also a 
suggestion box available inside the waiting area, should any concerns, comments or notes of 
gratitude would like to be submitted.  


