
Shaunda Arsenie began her dancing career with Boyan Ukrainian Dance Association at 
the age of eight. Raised in Saskatoon, SK, she participated in many sports and 
activities until the age of 16 when she started dancing for Yevshan Ukrainian Folk Ballet 
Ensemble under the direction of Vitali Sorokotaguine. During her time with them, 
Shaunda had the opportunity to perform for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II at 
Saskatchewan’s Centennial Celebration, participate in a Cuban-Canadian Cultural 
exchange in Havana, Cuba, and in the International Folk Festival in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

In 2008, Shaunda started dancing with Pavlychenko Folklorique Ensemble (PFE) where 
she was a soloist. It was here, under the artistic direction of Serhij Koroluik, that she 
became as passionate about choreography as she is about dancing. In 2009, Shaunda 
had the opportunity to perform in the Eastern United States and Canada with 
Pavlychenko’s Nostalgia tour. Most recently, Shaunda travelled to Ukraine with PFE 
and Lastiwka’s Witness the Legacy tour in July 2013 where she performed for, and 
participated in workshops with the most talented Ukrainian dancers in the world, 
including the world renowned Virsky Company. 

Shaunda holds both a Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology with a minor in Sport 
Psychology, and a Master’s of Physical Therapy from the University of Saskatchewan 
and is currently working at a private physiotherapy clinic in Saskatoon. 

Shaunda has been a senior instructor/ choreographer at Boyan Ukrainian Dance 
Association for the past 12 years. She has attended dance instructor workshops and 
has had the opportunity to dance for and learn from many great instructors and 
choreographers. She has taught dancers between the ages of 5 and 65 and has 
experience tailoring the classroom and choreography for varying levels of ability and 
experience. Shaunda is also the director of Boyan on Tour (BOT), an extension of 
Boyan Ukrainian Dance Association, which traveled with their production Fantazia to 
the Eastern United States in August 2013 and just recently returned from their 
Podorozh Tour of Costa Rica in August 2015.  


